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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

At  the  1931  census  the  population  of  the 
district  was  3,217  persons  and  in  1937  it 
was  estimated  at  3,248.  In  the  present 
year  there  were  built  40  more  houses  than 
in  1937,  the  number  being  1,649,  so  that  if 
the  population  increased  pro  rata,  there 
should  be  120  more  people.  The  estimated 
population  for  1938  was  3,253,  as  given  by 
the  registrar  general,  or  an  increase  of  5 
in  the  year.  The  rateable  value  of  the 
town  was  £13,654,  or  about  £300  more  than 
in  1937,  whereas  the  proceeds  of  a  penny 
rate  were  £52,  which  is  10  per  cent,  more 
than  last  year. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL 


CONDITIONS 

Area  (acres') .  1,596 

Population  (1931) .  3,217 

Population  (1938) .  3,253 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
(1931) .  890 

Ditto  (1938  end) .  1,049 

Number  of  families  or 

separate  occupiers  (1931)  ..  914 

Rateable  value .  £13,654 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny 
rate .  £52 
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BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH  RATES 
Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


:  Births : 

T. 

M. 

F. 

per 

Rate 

1000 

Legitimate  . . 

38 

17 

21 

11.6 

Illegitimate  ..  .. 

3 

2 

I 

Total  . . 

41 

19 

22 

12.6 

Still  Births  . .  . . 

7 

1 

1 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes: 

Puerperal  Sepsis .  0 

Other  Puerperal . .  .  0 


Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year 
of  age,  per  1.000  live  births: 

AH  Infants .  0 

Legitimate  Infants .  0 

Illegitimate  Infants .  0 

Death  from  Measles .  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  .  .  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2)  . .  0 


There  were  registered  in  the  area  37  live 
births,  18  being  males  and  19  females. 

The  nett  births  via  the  registrar  general 
were  41  in  number,  and  included  19  males 
and  22  females.  This  latter  number  in¬ 
cludes  births  of  residents  that  took  place 
outside  the  district,  and  excludes  births  of 
non-residents  occurring  within  the  area. 

There  were  two  still  births  registered  in 
the  district,  and  there  were  were  2  in  1937. 

Illegitimate  births  were  3,  compared  with 
1  in  1937. 

The  birth  rate  was  12.6  per  1,000  of  popu¬ 
lation. 

This  compares  with  a  rate  of  15.0  per 
1,000  in  England  and  Wales.  The  birth 
rate  in  1937  was  12.6  per  1,000,  and  for 
the  last  5  years  the  rate  averaged  14.0  per 
1,000. 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATES 

There  were  only  27  deaths  certified  in  the 
area,  13  males  and  14  females,  during  1938, 
a  number  only  once  equalled  in  lowness, 
in  1912,  the  first  year  of  my  appointment. 


The  deaths  have  averaged  over  40  in 
nearly  every  year  since  that  time. 

The  average  deaths  for  the  last  5  years 
were  43  per  year,  and  the  average  death 
rate  13.4  per  1,000. 

The  death  rate  for  this  year  was  a  very 
low  one,  being  8.0  per  1,000  per  annum. 

The  rate  in  England  and  Wales  was  11.6 
per  1,000. 

This  rate  compares  most  favourably  with 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

If  the  local  population  was  standardised 
the  death  rate  would  be  6.2  per  1,000. 

Of  the  total  deaths,  22  or  about  80  per 
cent,  occurred  at  ages  over  65  years,  and 
only  2  at  ages  below  45  years. 

In  regard  to  causes  of  death,  6  were  due 
to  cancer  at  ages  varying  from  15 — 25  years, 
to  65  upwards;  6  due  to  heart  disease;  3 
to  diseases  of  the  circulation ;  3  to  old  age ; 
1  to  influenza ;  1  to  nephritis ;  2  to 

apoplexy ;  2  to  bronchitis ;  and  1  to  other 
respiratory  diseases. 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

For  the  second  year  in  succession,  no 
infant  has  died  in  the  area,  the  infant  death 
rate  being  nil.  The  rate  in  England  and 
Wales  was  53  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  district  rate  for  last  5  years  was  53 
per  1,000  live  births. 

The  district  infant  welfare  centre  had  a 
very  successful  season,  meeting  on  20 
occasions,  with  an  average  of  39  children 
there  per  session.  There  are  now  130 
children  on  the  books.  The  usual  addresses, 
etc.,  were  provided  throughout  the  year. 
The  centre  has  now  taken  over  new  pre¬ 
mises  in  Cossack  Square. 

The  premises  are  commodious,  and  have 
a  basement,  where  “  prams  ”  can  be  stored. 

Her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Beafort  very 
kindly  performed  the  opening  ceremony, 
which  was  attended  by  the  people  from  all 
over  the  district. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

(1)  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  R.  Green, 
M.D.,  D.Hy. 

(2)  Sanitary  Inspector:  Thomas  Wood, 
A.R.S.l.  (who  also  acts  as  surveyor  to  the 
district). 

(3)  Laboratory  facilities:  No  change; 
pathological  examinations  are  carried  out 
by  the  county  bacteriologist,  Dr.  Davy,  of 
Gloucester.  Milk  examinations  and  bac¬ 
terial  counts  are  done  by  the  same  man. 
Water  analysis  is  pefrormed  by  the  county 
analyst.  Milk  samples  for  bacterial  ex¬ 
amination,  taken  by  county  officials,  are 
sent  to  Bristol  University. 

(4)  Nursing  in  the  home:  This  is  done  by 
a  district  nurse,  working  under  a  voluntary 
committee.  The  nurse  in  addition  visits 
cases  of  tuberculosis,  attends  the  Welfare 
Centre,  assists  at  school  medical  examina¬ 
tions  and  attends  a  large  proportion  of  the 
births.  There  is  no  institution  for  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  partly-trained  nurses,  who  act  as 
mothers’  helps,  as  is  done  in  many  county 
areas. 

(5)  There  are  no  clinics  or  treatment 
centres  in  the  district.  School  children  and 
special  diseases  are  treated  at  Stroud 
General  Hospital. 

(6)  There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  area,  the 
one  generally  used  being  Stroud  General. 
The  district  is  a  joint  holder  of  the  Cashes 
Green  Isolation  and  the  Bisley  smallpox 
hospital.  The  public  assistance  hospital  is 
also  in  Stroud,  attached  to  the  Institution. 
Both  have  been  up  for  years  and  are  shortly 
to  be  replaced. 

(1)  The  midwifery  and  maternity  services 
are  under  the  management  of  the  County 
Council  officials. 

(2)  The  only  institutions  for  mothers  and 
children  are  the  public  assistance  institution 
and  the  Roxburgh  Children's  Homes  in 
Stroud. 

(3)  There  are  no  health  visitors  in  the 
area,  this  work  being  carried  out  by  the 
district  nurse. 
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(4)  Child  Life  Protection  is  under  the 
county  officials,  help  being  given  by  the 
N.S.P.C.C. 

(5)  Dental  work  is  done  in  the  schools  by 
the  county  school  dentists,  as  is  also  work 
among  mothers  in  the  Welfare  Centre. 

Nursing  Homes. — These  are  inspected  by 
county  officers,  but  I  do  not  know  of  any  in 
this  area.  Naturally  no  action  has  been 
found  necessary. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

The  public  water  supply  is  taken  from 
deep  springs  at  Chalford,  and  is  pumped  up 
to  the  Minchinhampton  Common  from 
where  it  supplies  the  higher  parts  of  the 
district,  in  addition  to  some  of  the  lower 
levels.  The  year  not  being  a  very  dry  one, 
there  was  little  shortage  of  water,  although 
the  public  supply  was  not  always  on  all  day. 
The  rainfall,  taken  in  Stroud,  was  below 
the  average,  being  23.78  inches.  During  the 
previous  three  years  the  rainfall  averaged 
29.4  inches,  being  31.9  in  1935. 

It  was  considered  wise  to  have  more 
frequent  sampling  of  the  main  supply,  and 
7  sets  of  samples  were  taken  during  the 
year.  Samples  were  taken  at  the  spring  in 
Chalford,  at  the  Minchinhampton  and  Pains- 
wick  reservoirs. 

With  three  exceptions  all  the  samples 
were  examined  for  a  microbic  count. 

The  exception  was  taken  in  June. 

These  three  samples  taken  from  spring 
and  reservoirs  were  very  similar  in  most 
ways. 

Total  dissolved  solids  were  similar, 
chlorine  the  same,  nitrates  not  being  very 
different  as  was  microbic  count.  The 
hardest  water,  26.5  degrees,  was  from  the 
spring,  it  being  only  19.5  at  Painswick. 


PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY 

Seven  Month  Averages. 


Coli 

at  22° 

at  37° 

Spring  . 

(absent)  (pres.) 

(pres.) 

100 

14 

2 

Minchinhampton 

84 

32 

3 

Painswick  . . 

75 

24 

5 

Average  . . 

87 

23 

3 

5 


As  is  shown  by  these  figures  the  microbic 
condition  of  the  public  water  supply  is 
apparently  above  suspicion. 

The  rural  council  who  are  the  chief  cus¬ 
tomers  to  the  Water  Company,  have  a  plan 
in  hand  to  purchase  the  Stroud  Water  Com¬ 
pany  and  to  make  a  joint  water  board, 
together  with  the  two  joint  councils.  This 
plan  has  recently  had  a  slight  setback,  as  on 
a  plebiscite  being  taken  in  the  Stroud  urban 
district,  the  project  was  defeated  by  a  fairly 
large  majority,  taken,  however,  on  a  very 
small  poll. 

In  investigations  for  a  further  supply  of 
water  a  bore  hole  has  been  made  near  Mill- 
bottom,  Nailsworth,  and  a  considerable 
supply  has  been  found. 

The  two  councils  are  still  proceeding  with 
their  efforts  to  obtain  parliamentary  powers 
to  acquire  the  company. 

No  cases  of  illness  have  been  known  to 
follow  the  use  of  water  of  doubtful 
quality  in  the  area,  although  a  number  of 
houses,  outside  the  water  area,  are  depen¬ 
dant  on  wells  and  springs. 

New  water  mains  were  laid  in  several 
roads,  this  being  carried  out  by  the  putting 
of  pressure  valves  in  the  upper  parts,  or 
lowering  the  pressure  in  the  higher  ones. 

No  new  sewers  were  laid,  nor  no  new 
work  started  during  the  year. 

The  extension  of  the  Pinfarthings  sewer 
is  at  present  under  contemplation. 

Sewage  disposal  is  in  a  parlous  condition 
at  the  joint  works,  as  they  have  been  out 
of  order  for  years,  and  all  the  crude 
sewage  enters  the  stream,  and  proceeds 
down  to  the  tidal  river  Severn. 

There  have  been  numerous  meetings  of 
the  joint  sewerage  committee,  including  all 
three  councils,  and  plans  are  developing 
steadily  for  the  erection  of  a  model  works 
for  the  districts.  This  will  be  a  costly 
matter,  but  has  to  be  carried  out,  or  there 
will  be  trouble  with  the  higher  authorities. 

No  new  pail  or  similar  closets  were 
erected  in  the  area.  There  were  3  new 


W.C.‘s  provided  in  the  place  of  privies  or 
similar  abominations;  one  new  cesspit  was 
erected. 

Public  cleansing  is  carried  on  as  before, 
all  domestic  refuse  being  carted  each  week 
to  one  of  the  rural  council  tips. 

Cesspools  and  privies  are  emptied  by  the 
owners  on  to  their  gardens,  which  may 
have  a  good  effect  on  vegetable  growth,  but 
is  not  the  highest  form  of  modern  hygiene, 
especially  where  there  is  a  well  in  close 
proximity. 

This  combination  only  needs  a  “  carrier  ” 
to  produce  a  more  or  less  severe  outbreak 
of  a  disease  such  as  typhoid  fever.  A  new 
motor  tank  for  emptying  cesspools  has 
been  bought  by  the  Rural  Council  and  could 
possibly  be  hired. 

The  number  of  W.C.'s  in  the  district  was 
put  down  at  about  800,  and  other  closets 
numbered  200.  Nearly  all  the  latter  are  in 
places  which  are  unsewered. 

The  number  of  pail  or  similar  closets 
are  gradually  being  reduced  down  to  an 
irreducible  quantity,  houses  near  which 
there  never  will  be  a  sewer. 

In  this  hilly  country,  sewering  is  both 
difficult  and  costly,  owing  to  the  rocky  sub¬ 
soil  and  to  the  innumerable  levels  en¬ 
countered. 

Thcie  is  no  change  in  the  condition  of 
the  streams  which  run  through  the  place. 

These  streams  are  polluted,  both  before 
entry,  and  much  more  after  entry  into  the 
district.  Flock  and  similar  works,  which 
necessitate  the  washing  of  filthy  rags,  arc 
largely  responsible  for  the  state  of  the 
stream,  which  hygienically  speaking,  is  de¬ 
plorable,  and  which  gets  worse  and  worse 
as  it  proceeds  down  the  valley. 

So  much  mud  is  deposited  that  the  stream 
has  to  be  cleansed  ol  solid  matter  every 
year.  A  tributary  which  forms  the  border 
of  the  district,  is  practically  all  mud. 
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VARIOUS  INSPECTIONS 


No. 

Inspections 

Slaughter  houses  . .  . . 

5 

120 

Bakehouses  . 

3 

6 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

18 

18 

Workshops . 

31 

31 

There  were  15  nuisances  reported,  34  in¬ 
spections  made,  and  nine  complaints  re¬ 
ceived.  The  numbers  are  very  much  of  an 
average. 

The  inspector  sent  15  informal  and  1 
statutory  notice. 

Sixteen  nuisances  were  abated,  one  sum¬ 
mons  issued  and  1  conviction  obtained. 
There  were  18  inspections  of  the  18  dairies 
and  milkshops  on  the  register. 

Last  year  there  were  30  dairies  on  the 
books. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

As  seen  by  the  table,  15  factories  and  31 
workshops  were  reported  on  in  the  area. 

No  written  notices,  or  prosecutions  were 
necessary. 

The  number  are  similar  to  those  of  recent 
years. 

Only  1  defect  was  found,  defective 

drainage.  This  was  remedied  on  notice. 

There  was  little  change  in  the  number 

and  sort  of  worshops  on  the  register,  which 
were  33  in  1937.  Most  of  the  workshops 

are  family  affairs,  with  few  outside  em¬ 

ployees.  Again  no  list  of  employees  was 
received. 


SHOPS  ACT 

Under  this  Act  4  premises  were  inspected. 

They  were  in  good  order,  with  no  sanitary 
defects,  and  no  action  was  indicated,  or 
carried  out. 

The  three  bakehouses  were  inspected  on 
six  occasions,  but  there  were  no  complaints. 

No  offensive  trades  are  now  registered  in 
Nailsworth,  the  one  gut-scraper  having  dried 
up  years  ago. 
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Under  section  268  P.H.A.  1936,  an  occu¬ 
pied  shed  was  inspected  on  2  occasions. 

An  order  was  subsequently  made  to  abate 
nuisance  caused  by  living  in  this  shed.  This 
order  was  obeyed,  without  any  court  pro¬ 
ceedings. 

No  camping  sites  were  licensed  or  any 
applications  made  for  them. 

The  question  as  to  whether  people  should 
be  allowed  to  camp  or  not  to  camp,  is  a 
vexed  one,  and  depends  largely  on  the  situa¬ 
tion  of  the  camp  and  the  provisions  of 
sanitary  conveniences  and  amenities. 

The  more  the  population  lives  out  of 
doors,  the  better  for  their  health. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

A  complaint  was  received  that  fatty 
material  had  been  given  out  of  a  factory 
chimney,  and  had  damaged  “  washing  ” 
hung  out  to  dry  on  a  neighbouring  hill. 
Enquiries  were  made,  and  the  article 
examined. 

There  was  what  seemed  like  a  fatty  de¬ 
posit  on  the  article,  but  no  connection  could 
De  discovered  between  the  chimney  and  it. 

According  to  the  owners,  no  fat  was  ever 
used  on  this  fire,  and  no  excessive  smoking 
of  the  chimney  occurred  during  observation. 
It  was  not  a  question  of  health  being 
affected. 

SCHOOLS 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  elementary 
schools  is  quite  up  to  the  average,  drainage 
is  good,  and  the  water  supply  from  the 
public  mains.  The  usual  measures  are 
taken  to  limit  the  spread  of  infection  among 
the  children  attending  the  schools. 

Infectious  disease  was  almost  completely 
absent  from  the  schools  in  1938,  only  14 
cases,  all  of  mumps,  being  reported  by  the 
head  teachers. 

Mumps  is  a  disease  rather  difficult  to 
diagnose,  and  cases  reported  by  parents  are 
very  doubtful  in  many  cases.  Measles  and 
whooping  cough  were  altogether  absent 
from  the  schools. 
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ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 


(1)  No  houses  were  discovered  to  be  in¬ 
fected  with  bugs  or  similar  vermin. 

(2)  Well  known  fumigants,  such  as  Zalde- 
cide,  would  be  used,  where  necessary. 

(3)  Nothing  is  done  to  insure  that  the 
belongings  of  tenants  coming  from  unfit 
houses  to  Council  houses,  are  free  from 
vermin. 

(4)  Probably  the  disinfestation  would  be 
carried  out  by  the  inspectors,  but  this  would 
depend  on  the  amount  necessary. 

(5)  No  educational  measures  are  taken  in 
regard  to  re-infestation,  after  cleansing. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected 


during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total .  38 

(b)  Council  Houses  .  0 

Other  Persons .  38 


Proposed  Council  Houses  10 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the 
Year. 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts) .  20 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made 

for  the  purpose .  30 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 
(included  under  sub-head  (1) 
above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 


lations,  1925  .  12 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made 

for  the  purpose .  12 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 
found  to  be  in  a  state  so 


dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation .  0 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (ex¬ 
clusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation .  6 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year 
without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling- 
houses  rendered  lit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  .  6 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during 

the  Year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17, 

18  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in 

respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs  ....  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 
which  were  rendered  lit  after 
service  of  formal  notices: — 


(a)  By  owners .  0 

(b)  By  local  authority  in 

default  of  owners  ....  0 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 

in  which  Closing  Orders  made  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 

in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the 
house  having  been  rendered  fit  0 

B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health 
Acts : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 
respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied .  2 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 
which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notice : 

(a)  By  owners .  0 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  de¬ 
fault  of  owners .  0 
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C.- -Proceedings  under  Sections  19 
and  21  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1930:— 

tl)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 
respect  of  which  Demolition 


Orders  were  made .  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  de¬ 
molished  in  pursuance  of  De- 
lition  Orders .  1 


D. — Proceedings  under  Section  20  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1930: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements 

or  underground  rooms  in  re¬ 
spect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made .  o 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements 
or  underground  rooms  in  re¬ 
spect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement 
or  room  having  been  rendered 

fit .  0 

There  is  still  apparently  a  demand  for 
working  class  dwellings,  and  that  is  the 
reason  that  the  Council  are  intending  to 
build  10  more. 

The  total  number  of  houses  inspected 
under  the  Housing  Acts  was  20,  the  same 
as  in  1937. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  of  these 
houses  was  30,  whereas  in  1937  it  was  40. 

The  number  included  in  the  housing 
register  was  12,  compared  with  15  in  1937, 
there  being  only  12  separate  inspections 
carried  out. 

No  houses  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  but  in  1937  there  was 
one  unfit  house. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  houses  found 
not  to  be  reasonably  fit,  6  compared  with 
2  only  in  1937. 

The  6  houses  found  not  to  be  reasonably 
fit  for  habitation,  were  all  pul  into  proper 
order  by  the  owners,  without  the  service  of 
formal  order. 
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No  action  was  taken  under  sections  17, 
18  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act  1930,  nor 
under  the  Public  Health  Act.  Under  sec¬ 
tions  19  and  21  of  the  1930  Housing  Act, 
one  house  was  demolished. 

There  were  no  proceedings  taken  under 
section  20  of  the  1930  Act,  as  there  are 
no  underground  rooms  to  be  rendered  fit. 
There  are  in  certain  cases  rooms  built  into 
the  bank  as  far  as  the  eaves,  but  these 
have  mostly  been  dealt  with  under  other 
sections  of  the  housing  Acts. 

OVERCROWDING 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling- 

houses  overcrowded  at 
end  of  year  . 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling 

therein . 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling 

therein . 

(b)  Number  of  cases  of  over¬ 

crowding  reported  during 
the  year  . 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  over¬ 

crowding  relieved  during 
the  year  . 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned 
in  such  cases  . 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  case  in 

which  houses  have  again 
become  overcrowded  after 
the  authority  have  taken 
steps  of  abatement  of  over¬ 


crowding  .  0 

(e)  Any  particulars  as  to  over¬ 
crowding  conditions  upon 
which  the  M.O.H.  may  wish 
to  report .  0 


Only  3  houses  remained  overcrowded  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  there  being  7  in  1937. 

These  houses  were  occupied  by  3  families, 
and  contained  27  persons  in  all,  or  an 
average  of  9  persons  per  family.  During 
1938  there  were  4  cases  of  overcrowding 
abated,  embracing  26  persons. 

The  last  three  families,  with  their  average 
ol  9  persons,  can  only  be  housed  in 


0 

4 

26 


3 

3 

27 
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Council  houses  of  double  the  average  size. 
The  arrangement  of  2  houses  which  can  be 
joined  to  form  one  large  one,  or  two  small 
ones  at  will,  should  be  adopted  in  this  area, 
as  it  has  in  many  other  areas. 

No  crowded  dwelling,  once  relieved  by 
the  provision  of  a  council  house,  has  again 
become  overcrowded. 

NEW  HOUSES 

There  were  38  houses  newly  erected,  all 
by  private  enterprise,  in  the  area,  there 
being  10  in  1937. 

No  council  houses  were  built,  but  it  is 
proposed  to  erect  10  in  1939. 

These  are  built  to  let  at  economic  rents, 
and  the  cost  of  building  is  paid  by  the 
Council. 

Those  erected  are  all  ocupied  and  are 
much  appreciated  by  the  tenants. 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLY 
Meat  Inspection. 

Number  Inspected: — Cattle,  excluding  Cows, 
74;  Cows,  nil;  Calves,  24;  Sheep 
and  Lambs,  230:  Pigs,  1,250. 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis : 

Whole  Carcases  condemned: — Pigs,  19. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned  : — Cattle,  excluding  Cows, 
2 ;  Sheep  and  Lambs,  I  :  Pigs,  5. 
Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  Disease  other  than  Tuberculosis: 
Cattle,  excluding  Cows,  27 ;  Calves, 
6;  Sheep  and  Lambs,  1;  Pigs  1.9  per 
cent. 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  Carcases  condemned : — Cattle,  ex¬ 
cluding  Cows,  2;  Pigs,  4. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned  : — Cattle,  excluding  Cows, 
3;  Pigs,  6. 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis: — Cattle,  excluding 
Cows,  6.95  per  cent.;  Pigs,  0.8  per 
cent. 
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fruring  the  year  1,578  carcases  of  animals 
slaughtered  in  the  district  were  inspected. 
This  number  compares  none  loo  well  with 
the  numbers  for  previous  years:  1934, 
1,500+;  1935,  9,000+ :  1936,  3,356. 

The  total  number  inspected  was  no  doubt 
many  less  than  the  total  killed  as  can  be 
seen  by  former  numbers.  As  mentioned  in 
recent  reports,  most  of  the  non-inspected 
carcases  were  killed  at  the  bacon  factories, 
where  no  doubt  the  meat  is  inspected  by  the 
skilled  members  of  the  staff.  The  in¬ 
spected  carcases  include  74  cattle,  24  calves, 
230  sheep  and  lambs,  and  1,250  pigs. 
Nineteen  whole  carcases  were  condemned, 
all  being  pigs.  Part  of  the  carcase  of  2 
cows  and  of  5  pigs  were  also  condemned. 
In  regard  to  tuberculosis  14  carcases  of 
bovines  and  4  of  pigs  were  found  unfit  for 
human  food.  Three  carcases  of  cattle  and 
6  of  pigs  were  found  to  be  partially  affected 
with  tubercle.  There  were  therefore  6.76 
per  cent,  of  cattle,  and  only  0.8  per  cent, 
of  pigs  infected. 

This  is  unusual,  as  a  rule  pigs  pre¬ 
dominate. 

There  were  also  condemned  21  pounds  of 
preserved  meats,  including  beef,  tongue, 
chicken  and  veal.  These  were  inspected  at 
the  request  of  tradesmen,  who  had  received 
the  goods  from  the  manufacturers. 

No  samples  of  food  were  taken  by  the 
inspector,  “  Foods  and  Drugs,"’  this  branch 
being  carried  out  by  the  county  police. 

There  were  5  slaughter  houses  on  the 
register,  one  less  than  in  1937,  and  they 
were  visited  120  times,  compared  with  230 
last  year. 

MILK  PRODUCTION 

One  annual  visit  was  paid  to  each  dairy 
and  milk  shop,  but  as  no  samples  of  milk 
were  taken  for  microbic  count,  one  cannot 
say  anything  in  regard  to  its  cleanliness. 

There  is  T.T.  milk  produced  in  the  area 
by  one  farmer. 
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INFECTIOUS  CASES  REPORTED 
(15  Years),  1921—35. 
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Scarlet  Fever 

36 

56 

99 

2 

1 

4 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  . .  .  . 

ii 

11 

8 

1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  . .  .  . 

9 

18 

3 

1 

1 

0 

Tuberculosis 

11 

15 

8 

1 

1 

5 

Measles . 

91 

189 

57 

0 

4 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

83 

39 

20 

0 

28 

0 

Chicken  Pox 

59 

64 

17 

2 

0 

0 

Mumps  . 

131 

0 

18 

1 

0 

14 

Skin  Diseases 

32 

19 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Polio-myelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Various  (15  Years,  1921 — 35). 
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Houses  inspected  ..  194  215  216 

r» 

rO 

O' 

20 

OO 

ro 

O' 

20 

Houses  found  unfit 

3 

15 

14 

i 

0 

Houses  reasonably 
unfit . 

44 

46 

107 

2 

6 

Nuisance  found  . . 

56 

81 

73 

2 

15 

Slaughterhouses  in¬ 
spected  . 

160 

477 

1530 

105 

0 

Bakehouse  inspec¬ 
tions  . 

53 

126 

43 

16 

6 

Dairies  inspected  . . 

108 

180 

156 

30 

18 

Carcases  inspected 

3 

3650 

41060 

1961 

1578 

Altogether  there  were  notified  14  cases 
under  the  various  Acts  passed  to  deal  with 
this  matter. 

This  compares  with  6  cases  in  all  in  1937. 

There  were  4  cases  of  scarlet  fever  re¬ 
ported,  all  members  of  one  large  family,  the 
first  one  not  attending  school,  but  working 
at  a  timber  factory.  This  family  had  just 
come  to  live  in  Nailsworth  from  Horsley, 
where  there  was  one  young  child,  who  had 
the  disease. 

One  infant  with  purulent  ophthalmia  was 
reported,  no  history  of  either  of  the  parents 
having  had  V.D.  being  obtained. 
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The  infant  made  a  good  recovery. 


Sonne  dysentery  has  been  in  the  surround¬ 
ing  district  for  several  months,  although 
very  few  cases  have  been  reported.  Three 
cases  were  notilied,  2  children  in  the  same 
family,  and  one  adult. 

No  other  cases  were  reported  from  the 
schools. 

This  disease  is  practically  never  fatal  in 
this  country,  but  other  forms  of  it  cause  a 
high  mortality  in  hot  countries.  It  usually 
lasts  about  two  weeks  altogether,  and  is 
associated  with  very  severe  diarrhoea.  It 
is  spread  by  direct  infection,  the  spread 
being  done  probably  from  the  nose  and 
mouth. 

A  pre-school  boy  was  notified  with 
anterior  polio-myelitis.  He  had  a  slight 
catarrhal  attack  followed  by  a  certain 
amount  of  paralysis  of  the  limbs.  He 
made  a  good  recovery. 

He  had  not  been  away,  except  for  rides 
of  a  few  miles  on  his  father's  lorry;  there 
had  been  no  known  cases  anywhere  about. 

One  of  the  county  assistants  was  called 
in  to  assist  in  the  diagnosis,  and  his  opinion 
was  in  favour  of  it  being  what  is  popularly 
known  as  “infant  paralysis,"  or  scientifically 
as  polio-myelitis. 


Age 

Periods. 

1—10 

10—15 

15—20 

20—35 

35—45 

45—65 


TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES.  Non- 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonary. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0 

12  0  0 

0  0  0  0 

10  0  0 


Total 


0  0 
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Age 

Periods. 

DEATHS. 

Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

1—10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10—15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15—20 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20—35 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35—45 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  up. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Four  cases  of  lung  tuberculosis,  2  males 
and  2  females  were  reported.  Three 
patients  were  between  20  and  35  years  in 
age,  one  being  over  45  years.  One  patient 
was  treated  at  Cashes  Green,  and  later  went 
on  to  Standish  House.  She  had  lived  near 
London  for  years,  and  was  on  holiday  at 
her  home,  when  she  was  taken  ill. 

A  young  girl  was  reported  with  the 
disease  in  the  neck  glands.  Apparently 
she  had  recently  come  to  live  in  the  area, 
and  had  been  under  treatment  previously. 
She  was  admitted  to  Standish  House,  where 
she  stayed  many  months,  but  has  now  been 
discharged. 

No  deaths  were  certified  from  tuberculosis 
during  the  year,  there  being  1  death  in  1937. 

INFECTIOUS  CONDITIONS  IN 
SCHOOLS 


Mumps .  14 

Measles .  0 

Whooping  Cough .  0 

Chicken  Pox .  0 


VARIOUS  DISEASES  SINCE  1921 

Only  7  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified 
during  the  last  three  years,  but  in  the  five 
years  ending  1935,  there  were  99  cases,  or 
an  average  of  practically  20  cases  per 
annum.  No  cases  of  enteric  fever  or 
diphtheria  have  occurred  for  3  years. 

In  the  5  year  period  1931-35,  there  was 
1  case  of  enteric,  anil  8  of  diphtheria.  In 
the  8  years  1931-38,  five  cases  of  pneumonia 
were  reported. 


18 


In  the  period  1931-35  there  were  8  cases 
of  tuberculosis,  and  7  in  the  3  years  1936-8. 
Measles  has  been  practically  absent  for  3 
years,  but  in  the  5  years  1925-30  there  were 
no  less  than  89  cases  in  the  schools. 

Whooping  cough  was  absent  this  year, 
but  rather  prevalent  in  1937,  and  absent 
again  in  1936. 

In  the  5  years  1921-25  there  were  83  cases. 

Chicken  pox  has  occurred  in  the  three 
last  five-year  periods,  and  also  in  1936,  but 
has  been  absent  in  the  last  two  years.  Not 
many  mumps  cases  have  been  known  since 
1921-25,  and  contagious  skin  diseases  have 
been  since  1930,  either  absent  among  the 
scholars,  or  have  not  been  reported  by  the 
teachers. 

VARIOUS  STATISTICS  SINCE  1921 

Houses  inspected  were  20,  the  same  as 
in  1937,  but  in  the  15  years  1921-35,  they 
averaged  about  40  per  annum.  Unfit  houses 
have  gone  down  from  3  a  year  to  1  and  0 
in  the  last  two  years. 

Nuisances  found  were  15,  about  the  same 
as  the  average  in  the  five  year  periods. 

Bakehouse  inspections  were  less  numerous 
than  before  as  also  were  inspections  of 
dairies,  and  examinations  of  carcases. 

CASHES  GREEN  HOSPITAL 

There  was  an  increase  of  23  admissions 
to  the  joint  isolation  hospital,  compared 
with  1937,  but  the  number  of  patients  ad¬ 
mitted  was  much  below  the  average.  It 
was  94  admissions  in  all,  and  of  these  47 
were  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  23  diphtheria 
(and  carriers),  3  enteric  fever,  and  20  tuber¬ 
culosis.  Only  5  patients  from  this  area 
were  admitted  to  the  institution,  4  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  and  I  of  tuberculosis. 

There  were  9  deaths  in  hospital,  all  from 
lung  tuberculosis,  there  being  none  from 
Nailsworth,  most  of  them  being  from  out¬ 
lying  parts  of  the  county. 
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TABLE  III.  DEATHS. — Nailsworth  Urban  District  Council. 

Year  Ending  December  31sl,  1938 
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